Hear Js, 6/24/72 

Haa very docent young Howard not called me night before last, I'd olanned to «st mv 
mnd on something else for a while to name a note the contents of Moh I StS Sif 
amuse you a bit. Hack in 1965, ..hen I last saw uuriel Ruckeyser, then a teaS ooet 

SstS 1 iS; f r° r *? ! lelp “ -ged me to feeep a daily lod^^ef the 
f « *?° aUS f “ laht later be literary interest, etc. It was 

Lowell/''I'd h + ft? nether sne nor any others, includin, the lilies of Robert 

foreword" to Z \ 1 t f ^T, T a11 26 v61umes before 1 could write an honest 
r f of 1 . t y b '“ colla book, which had been asked of him by a young reporter friend) I 

f "*jr T " i2A *■.«» 503 at a .tarty il He York! «£ th! TSI - 

o sojxany years, 1 recall ouly -chat it had been a pleasant night and my newt-days 

frS-Jt of the ft T bef r f wab , 1 over «. An ^a;.-, as tilings do, I was reminded of a 
ragmurt oi the past ana a note oi something 1 might want to use in future writing, for 

which _ hope oo have time after assassination cork, by the 10 days of rain we've had. A 


oe one l;e ginning of a sunrise, 

f02 


If that lias 
tile first 


few moments ago I saw what looked like it might 

disappeared, it still doesn't look like nor,, rain now and I'll take a walk 
time in 10 days. I findl miss 'em if 1 don't walk in the early morning. 

i-unny how things come back. They are talking on the radio about how this js the highest 
water in Washington since 1936. 1 remember that one. I h d a bad cold and retired with ° 

addfr^d? reUGdy of tbose days ’ a pint mixed int0 a Pint boiling water to which I'd 
swueesed lemons or a half-dozen and probably some sugar, all of it in a 

flool W 1 S'® Wh ° le th±ne while ii^^ning to radio reports of the 
flood. Uaoii , a 0 bad a s orw or flooa as one when I was still in Wilmington, about 1951 or 2. 

1 ' work i n f for Pierre DuPont's Homing News. I had had an accident and all the fing -,-s 

S , tltchea 011 the top sicle * Wouldn't type without much difficulty f We 
end “ a hurricane and it tore things up pretty badly. I walked into the 

south t IV C ? i f S * 7 ° VG f US ’ a paUse of some icLnd » there to find no communications 
0 °uth at fto, no to anywhere, and I offered to use radio. I was then a radio horn with 

a simple but highly-efficient outfit that was the envy of some of the older ones who 

I°no h Lrf enS1Ve f ld f 0t l0W effeciency * 1 worked 80-meter phone, no code. Per this 
T* P ° Wer ’ tne inte rforence making comprehension impossible. The 

managing editor, generally an unimaginative , surly sorjr, went for it. 

married one of my favorite teachers, Annie HcLaurie, who had taught me 5th- 
grade geogrpahy , and i always wondered about a sweet woman like her marrying an ill- 
temepered cuss whose sole merit was total sycophancy. 

Letome digress for wliat may also amuse. There can a time that Pierre himself was a 

^ tn f aS of 16 ® ena , te ^tfons Committee. I didn't know it or her then, but Idl worked 

iox it. Of course, the home folks weren t supposed to know about such things unless they 
oTfjnHi^°~ Cal -n h ° ; bought the conservative Phila. papers. So, Charlie Cray had the job 
of finding something to enable lam to downplay this embarrassing appearance by tho owner. 

He got toe copy boy, Don Hutchinson - I think he later got famous in te.nie -gave him a 
buac, and tola him to go to different drug stores and take too aspirins with a coke. You 

s°id a i?°he IZ t n i1 C tZ ° 0l f 3 later b ° n oaDfi back an upset stomach and 

Mt to hnri nd ^ fn, ° d qUlt - f°’ Charlie » Personally, then with others helping, 

hit the horn and interviewed toe governor (son-in-law of owner), mayor, head of board of 

education, school principals, etc., and soon had a very black bannered story on this new 
liiTO-cicating vice oi the yoiuig. ne foubd enough room on p.1 for a half-stick saying that 
nerre had that day given the Senate tho benefit of his great wisdom. 

rwi-i a + h °ni' loaest ^ to thu station-and in that weather, this was important, was a chiro- 
podist only too blocks away. Howard Layton operated W3AIS out of the back room of the tldrd 
lloor of las home. Ho patients in such weather, so ho was willing 1 guess I've got the 

; mve /° ne in “ ti “ tin:e of the «tote, same ovmdersldp, same bldg. 

I remerabex thau almost immediately Howard raised a ham in Derlin, Md., which is just 

S d °l t fL b o t r- °l pelaware 011 th i eastern shore. Right before that he got what for a haa 
/. e -ee i-ri yiiij, thing, a call iron what was then a very famous station, the M aw's 

arlingon iwx. W„ were une only tiling they hoard and damned if they didn't give us some 
utnoriuy that somebody without the authority to bestow it must have made up. Howard ai^d 

7 w ®^f °°™ dXVen w "® orar y coaisLssion in the Davy l Lieutenants! We moved some official 
trail ic. Phila was then an important Navy base, for example. 


2 


Strange how I remember names, call-letters, things like that so clearly after so 
much of my life. 

Around midday we raised this Berlin^ signal ana he iiacl some traffic# The inter- 
ference was pretty rough. Howard wrote out what he could make out in longhand and pas ed 
it to mo, sheet at a time, I remember 1 was sitting at liis right, reward a north" window, 
and tnat hey lina one oi the ola stand— type phones with a separate received for hearing, 
th. long Kind, close to there and that I used it. as soon as I saw the fragment, 1 know 
he was getting a damned good atom story, first-person. As I now recall i: health with 
homes, including the v/riter's, washing down a creek tint was sv;ollcn enough t make them 
float. 


I called the Daily Nows, the companion paper, got a real character who was then 
city editor, Harris Gamonislcy. The two papers in those days, b tween then, ha- few editors. 
-, ach had an editor, xlie one on the morning side was senile a/ id in pasture, ^e* d cadge 
various of us into writing editorials for him. I wrote quite a few, chiefly those .1 wanted 
to write, and the old fellow like me for volunteering, never catdiing on to my serving 
self-interest, Each liad a managing editor, a city and a state editor, and one for sports 
and women's. Each of the latter had one under him/her. The only human being among them 
a3 Carl Wise, ny city editor. He was wise, kind, soft-spoken and fatherly "to me. We'd 
ride home together often in the night's last streetcar, living not far apart. 

Harris oamonisky was p.n. city ed. He smoked cigars and imitated the "“en-Hccht 
types. Acted and talked tough, etc. Hade himself seem important to himself. I told Harris 
what i had and he put a steno on the phone. Meanwhile, I had pretty much of the story to 
write as 1 read it. It was really an improvisation, for much of it was lost in transmission. 
Dut it was tiiat rare good job by the man who to this day I've never mot that 1 could and 
did throw myself into it and l'n pretty confident that I added approximately what has; been 
lost, the essence of wliat ho f d written. 


The end product was a re-ally great story. I knew it and it nademe feel guod, tlirough 
the hand pain. The rain was bucketing down when at upppertime I walked back to the paper 
wnil. Howard finally yielded to his wife and stopped to eat. i was astounded to find that 
tue p.m.er hadn't carried tills story and -that we didn't have it for the a.za. The nan who 



he Trooped out* then l used a series oi' liara 3 


until 

# # tho sane way for two days, around the clod:, 

untxl land conrunications v;er o restored, ivnd then ^ pooped out. i‘his canc j back to 
recently at my step-father's funeral when ny youngest niece asked me if it were true tiiat 
her mother, my younger sister, used to wake me up by jumping on mo. •‘■t was true, a.; my 
sister had told the kids. Sometimes it wav. impos. ibl.. to awaken e. Gloria, 12 years 
youngorm often started running at the dorr to my bedroom and just belly-floppeu bn mo when 
a snake didr^t got me up. After tiiat storm, it was early on a “aturday a.m. when 1 got home, 
nobody could got mo up, not even this treatment. ’They actually got the family doctor. I 
slept ^until aom time Sunday with everybody worrying even after the doctor told them not to. 

Tne story part of hicli I wrote as I read it- the copy was coming to riv at abou 
20 words per minute mid I kept up with it - won the r ulitzer Prize that year. For th. firt 
time and I suspect the only Charlie Gray liad a kind word for mo. Ji e raged tiiat our 2 >aper, 
Charliu and lie even included me, should have won the prize. Indeed we should have. Harris 



arc at a 
jot v/ord fro:. liiia 
to Imj t tli-.r n who 


part oi tue -ulitzor. When I wa^ 18-20. If Iiarris hadn* t boon a crook, I' a still k. the 
youngest, I su.. poet..., Years later I met Truitt's sono, then a reporter. I W u. near liis 
day, tnen Jiaiagor of the Baltimore Gun's Salisbury, 111., TV station. LiJ. and I 
poulcry ail air. I told the son the story. I was surprised tiiat X never 
-*f'- dad, tiiat wnen x wa. in the same city tue dad didn't even wont 
Ima made it possible for him to win the ^ulitzer. 1 then did not look liim up. H . x not 
— . t u..v. eo;,, - would have. And now tiiat x've also made -“il her mate and she is awake and 
sipping it in bed, our morning ritual, I'm talcing a walk. Haven't fini h d Jour mailing 
1 gOo yesterday and when I get back iron the walk the light will be ok for costing corrections 
on the master of TH. it may be a futility, but it also must now be done fast, on the remote 
chance souetliing can liappen as a r suit of the pending dirty-wrok. best. 


